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President Abraham Lincoln’s birth. 
Born on February 12, 1809, Lincoln had 
humble beginnings in Kentucky and In-
diana before moving to Illinois as a 
young adult. He began his journey into 
politics there, serving in the State leg-
islature, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, and eventually as U.S. President. 

As President, he led our Nation 
through its most perilous times, suc-
cessfully ended slavery, and saved the 
Union. His contributions were timeless 
as he paved the way for America to ap-
preciate the true meaning of freedom, 
opportunity, and equality. We have 
come a long way since his time and 
continue to work towards the America 
that President Lincoln envisioned. 

Every day we are reminded of Presi-
dent Lincoln’s contributions. Symbols 
of him are found anywhere you go— 
whether it be on the face of the penny 
or the monument down the street. We 
can and should preserve these remind-
ers of his work and his ideals of free-
dom, opportunity, and equality for gen-
erations to come. 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. President, today I 
wish to celebrate the 206th birthday of 
the 16th President of the United 
States, as well as the penny that hon-
ors his name. Hailing from the Land of 
Lincoln, I have long celebrated the life 
and legacy of President Abraham Lin-
coln. 

For more than 100 years, Abraham 
Lincoln has been the face of the penny. 
Lincoln was the first person to appear 
on an American coin, and the Lincoln 
penny is the longest used design of any 
American coin. 

For generations of Americans, the 
penny has served as a memorial to the 
first President assassinated in office. It 
is a reminder of the liberation of the 
African slaves and of the brutal Civil 
War that threatened to end the Amer-
ican experiment. 

Different versions of the penny have 
been produced throughout the years. In 
1959, the 150th anniversary of Lincoln’s 
birth, a representation of the Lincoln 
Memorial was put on the reverse side 
of the coin. To honor Abraham Lin-
coln’s 200th birthday, four new penny 
designs were released. One reflects a 
log cabin, similar to the one in Ken-
tucky where Lincoln was born. The 
second features Lincoln reading a book 
with an axe by his foot, showing his 
formative years and self-education in 
Indiana. The third penny shows Lin-
coln speaking in front of the State cap-
itol in Springfield, representing his 
professional life as legislator from Illi-
nois. Finally, the fourth design fea-
tures a half-finished Capitol dome dur-
ing the Civil War to represent his Pres-
idency. The newest reverse design de-
picts a Union shield with a scroll and 
carries the words ‘‘Preservation of the 
Union’’ marking what is seen as Lin-
coln’s greatest achievement. 

The Lincoln penny is the most com-
mon and most highly circulated coin in 
the United States. The penny signifi-
cantly contributes to the U.S. econ-
omy, especially in charitable contribu-

tions. Tens of millions of pennies have 
been donated to charities over the past 
decade. 

It may be the lowest coin denomina-
tion, but the penny carries a lot of 
weight in terms of our Illinois and 
American history, culture, and society. 
It is an intrinsic part of the American 
experience and represents the oppor-
tunity that many believe is inherent in 
the American dream. 
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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, in 
accordance with rule XXVI, paragraph 
2, of the Standing Rules of the Senate, 
I submit the rules governing the proce-
dure of the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources for publication in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

I ask unanimous consent that they be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
RULES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 

AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
GENERAL RULES 

Rule 1. The Standing Rules of the Senate, 
as supplemented by these rules, are adopted 
as the rules of the Committee and its Sub-
committees. 

MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 
Rule 2. (a) The Committee shall meet on 

the third Thursday of each month while the 
Congress is in session for the purpose of con-
ducting business, unless, for the convenience 
of Members, the Chairman shall set some 
other day for a meeting. Additional meetings 
may be called by the Chairman as he may 
deem necessary. 

(b) Hearings of any Subcommittee may be 
called by the Chairman of such Sub-
committee, Provided, That no Subcommittee 
hearing other than a field hearing, shall be 
scheduled or held concurrently with a full 
Committee meeting or hearing, unless a ma-
jority of the Committee concurs in such con-
current hearing. 

OPEN HEARINGS AND MEETINGS 
Rule 3. (a) All hearings and business meet-

ings of the Committee and all the hearings of 
any of its Subcommittees shall be open to 
the public unless the Committee or Sub-
committee involved, by majority vote of all 
the Members of the Committee or such Sub-
committee, orders the hearing or meeting to 
be closed in accordance with paragraph 5(b) 
of Rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate. 

(b) A transcript shall be kept of each hear-
ing of the Committee or any Subcommittee. 

(c) A transcript shall be kept of each busi-
ness meeting of the Committee unless a ma-
jority of all the Members of the Committee 
agrees that some other form of permanent 
record is preferable. 

HEARING PROCEDURE 
Rule 4. (a) Public notice shall be given of 

the date, place, and subject matter of any 
hearing to be held by the Committee or any 
Subcommittee at least one week in advance 
of such hearing unless the Chairman of the 
full Committee or the Subcommittee in-
volved determines that the hearing is non- 
controversial or that special circumstances 
require expedited procedures and a majority 

of all the Members of the Committee or the 
Subcommittee involved concurs. In no case 
shall a hearing be conducted with less than 
twenty-four hours’ notice. Any document or 
report that is the subject of a hearing shall 
be provided to every Member of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee involved at least 72 
hours before the hearing unless the Chair-
man and Ranking Member determine other-
wise. 

( b) Each witness who is to appear before 
the Committee or any Subcommittee shall 
file with the Committee or Subcommittee, 
at least 24 hours in advance of the hearing, a 
written statement of his or her testimony in 
as many copies as the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee prescribes. 

(c) Each Member shall be limited to five 
minutes in the questioning of any witness 
until such time as all Members who so desire 
have had an opportunity to question the wit-
ness. 

(d) The Chairman and Ranking Minority 
Member of the Committee or Subcommittee 
or the Ranking Majority and Minority Mem-
bers present at the hearing may each appoint 
one Committee staff member to question 
each witness. Such staff member may ques-
tion the witness only after all Members 
present have completed their questioning of 
the witness or at such other time as the 
Chairman and the Ranking Majority and Mi-
nority Members present may agree. No staff 
member may question a witness in the ab-
sence of a quorum for the taking of testi-
mony. 

BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA 
Rule 5. (a) A legislative measure, nomina-

tion, or other matter shall be included on 
the agenda of the next following business 
meeting of the full Committee if a written 
request by a Member of the Committee for 
such inclusion has been filed with the Chair-
man of the Committee at least one week 
prior to such meeting. Nothing in this rule 
shall be construed to limit the authority of 
the Chairman of the Committee to include a 
legislative measure, nomination, or other 
matter on the Committee agenda in the ab-
sence of such request. 

(b) The agenda for any business meeting of 
the Committee shall be provided to each 
Member and made available to the public at 
least three days prior to such meeting, and 
no new items may be added after the agenda 
is so published except by the approval of a 
majority of all the Members of the Com-
mittee on matters not included on the public 
agenda. The Staff Director shall promptly 
notify absent Members of any action taken 
by the Committee on matters not included 
on the published agenda. 

QUORUMS 
Rule 6. (a) Except as provided in sub-

sections (b) and (c), eight Members shall con-
stitute a quorum for the conduct of business 
of the Committee. 

(b) No measure or matter shall be ordered 
reported from the Committee unless twelve 
Members of the Committee are actually 
present at the time such action is taken. 

(c) One Member shall constitute a quorum 
for the purpose of conducting a hearing or 
taking testimony on any measure or matter 
before the Committee or any Subcommittee. 

VOTING 
Rule 7. (a) A rollcall of the Members shall 

be taken upon the request of any Member. 
Any Member who does not vote on any roll-
call at the time the roll is called, may vote 
(in person or by proxy) on that rollcall at 
any later time during the same business 
meeting. 

(b) Proxy voting shall be permitted on all 
matters, except that proxies may not be 
counted for the purpose of determining the 
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presence of a quorum. Unless further limited, 
a proxy shall be exercised only upon the date 
for which it is given and upon the items pub-
lished in the agenda for that date. 

(c) Each Committee report shall set forth 
the vote on the motion to report the meas-
ure or matter involved. Unless the Com-
mittee directs otherwise, the report will not 
set out any votes on amendments offered 
during Committee consideration. Any Mem-
ber who did not vote on any rollcall shall 
have the opportunity to have his position re-
corded in the appropriate Committee record 
or Committee report. 

(d) The Committee vote to report a meas-
ure to the Senate shall also authorize the 
staff of the Committee to make necessary 
technical and clerical corrections in the 
measure. 

SUBCOMMITTEES 
Rule 8. (a) The number of Members as-

signed to each Subcommittee and the divi-
sion between Majority and Minority Mem-
bers shall be fixed by the Chairman in con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber. 

(b) Assignment of Members to Subcommit-
tees shall, insofar as possible, reflect the 
preferences of the Members. No Member will 
receive assignment to a second Sub-
committee until, in order of seniority, all 
Members of the Committee have chosen as-
signments to one Subcommittee, and no 
Member shall receive assignment to a third 
Subcommittee until, in order of seniority, 
all Members have chosen assignments to two 
Subcommittees. 

(c) Any Member of the Committee may sit 
with any Subcommittee during its hearings 
but shall not have the authority to vote on 
any matters before the Subcommittee unless 
he is a Member of such Subcommittee. 

NOMINATIONS 
Rule 9. At any hearing to confirm a Presi-

dential nomination, the testimony of the 
nominee and, at the request of any Member, 
any other witness shall be under oath. Every 
nominee shall submit the financial disclo-
sure report filed pursuant to title I of the 
Ethics in Government Act of 1978. Such re-
port is made available to the public. 

INVESTIGATIONS 
Rule 10. (a) Neither the Committee nor any 

of its Subcommittees may undertake an in-
vestigation unless specifically authorized by 
the Chairman and the Ranking Minority 
Member or a majority of all the Members of 
the Committee. 

(b) A witness called to testify in an inves-
tigation shall be informed of the matter or 
matters under investigation, given a copy of 
these rules, given the opportunity to make a 
brief and relevant oral statement before or 
after questioning, and be permitted to have 
counsel of his or her choosing present during 
his or her testimony at any public or closed 
hearing, or at any unsworn interview, to ad-
vise the witness of his or her legal rights. 

(c) For purposes of this rule, the terms ‘‘in-
vestigation’’ shall not include a review or 
study undertaken pursuant to paragraph 8 of 
Rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate or a preliminary inquiry, undertaken at 
the direction of the Chairman or the Rank-
ing Member, intended to determine whether 
there is substantial credible evidence that 
would warrant an investigation. 

SWORN TESTIMONY 
Rule 11. Witnesses in Committee or Sub-

committee hearings may be required to give 
testimony under oath whenever the Chair-
man or Ranking Minority Member of the 
Committee or Subcommittee deems such to 
be necessary. If one or more witnesses at a 
hearing are required to testify under oath, 
all witnesses at such hearing shall be re-
quired to testify under oath. 

SUBPOENAS 
Rule 12. The Chairman shall have author-

ity to issue subpoenas for the attendance of 
witnesses or the production of memoranda, 
documents, records, or other materials (1) 
with the agreement of the Ranking Minority 
Member, (2) when authorized by a majority 
of all the Members of the Committee, or (3) 
when within the scope of an investigation 
authorized under Rule 10(a). 

CONFIDENTIAL TESTIMONY 
Rule 13. No confidential testimony taken 

by or any report of the proceedings of a 
closed Committee or Subcommittee meeting 
shall be made public, in whole or in part or 
by way of summary, unless authorized by a 
majority of all the Members of the Com-
mittee at a business meeting called for the 
purpose of making such a determination. 

DEFAMATORY STATEMENTS 
Rule 14. Any person whose name is men-

tioned or who is specifically identified in, or 
who believes that testimony or other evi-
dence presented at, an open Committee or 
Subcommittee hearing tends to defame him 
or otherwise adversely affect his reputation 
may file with the Committee for its consid-
eration and action a sworn statement of 
facts relevant to such testimony or evidence. 

BROADCASTING OF HEARINGS OR MEETINGS 
Rule 15. Any meeting or hearing by the 

Committee or any Subcommittee which is 
open to the public may be covered in whole 
or in part by web, television, or radio broad-
cast or still photography. Photographers and 
reporters using mechanical recording, film-
ing, or broadcasting devices shall position 
their equipment so as not to interfere with 
the seating, vision, and hearing of Members 
and staff on the dais or with the orderly 
process of the meeting or hearing. 

AMENDING THE RULES 
Rule 16. These rules may be amended only 

by vote of a majority of all the Members of 
the Committee in a business meeting of the 
Committee: Provided, That no vote may be 
taken on any proposed amendment unless 
such amendment is reproduced in full in the 
Committee agenda for such meeting at least 
three days in advance of such meeting. 
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REEMERGENCE OF VACCINE-PRE-
VENTABLE DISEASES: EXPLOR-
ING THE PUBLIC HEALTH SUC-
CESSES AND CHALLENGES 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that a copy of 
my remarks at the Senate Health, Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions Committee 
hearing earlier this week be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
REEMERGENCE OF VACCINE-PREVENTABLE DIS-

EASES: EXPLORING THE PUBLIC HEALTH SUC-
CESSES AND CHALLENGES 
From smallpox to polio, we have learned in 

the United States that vaccines save lives. 
And yet a troubling number of parents are 
not vaccinating their children. 

Last September this committee held a 
hearing about the Ebola virus. Our witnesses 
included a brave physician, Dr. Kent 
Brantly, who worked in Liberia; and a brave 
father in Sierra Leone who came to warn us 
about how rapidly the virus was spreading. 
The number of people being infected with 
Ebola was doubling every three weeks, and 
many of those infected were dying—because 
for Ebola there was and is no cure, and there 
was and is no vaccine. 

This produced a near panic in the U.S.—it 
changed procedures in nearly every hospital 
and clinic. In response, Congress appro-
priated more than $5 billion to fight the 
spread of the virus. The impact of efforts to 
fight Ebola is that the number of Ebola cases 
is declining. 

At the same time, here in the U.S. we are 
now experiencing a large outbreak of a dis-
ease for which we do have a vaccine. Measles 
used to sicken up to 4 million Americans 
each year-and many believed that it was an 
unpreventable childhood illness—but the in-
troduction of a vaccine in 1963 changed ev-
erything. Measles was declared eliminated— 
meaning absence of continuous disease 
transmission for greater than 12 months— 
from the United States in 2000. From 2001 to 
2012, the median yearly number of measles 
cases reported in all of the U.S. was 60. 

Today is February 10, 2015. It is the 41st 
day of the year and we already have seen 
more cases of measles than we would in a 
typical year. One measles outbreak—in Pala-
tine, Illinois, a suburb about a half hour 
from Chicago—has affected at least five ba-
bies, all less than a year old. 

Infants and individuals who are 
immunocompromised are traditionally pro-
tected by what is called herd immunity—the 
people around them are vaccinated, so they 
don’t get sick, and that keeps the babies and 
others who can’t get vaccinated from getting 
sick. That herd immunity is incredibly im-
portant. Measles can cause life-threatening 
complications in children, such as pneu-
monia or swelling of the brain. 

Our witnesses today will talk more not 
just about what is causing this outbreak, but 
why some parents are choosing not to vac-
cinate their children. Measles is only one ex-
ample. This hearing which was planned be-
fore the measles outbreak reminded us of the 
importance of vaccines. An analysis of im-
munization rates across 13 states performed 
by USA Today found the following: 

‘‘Hundreds of thousands of students attend 
schools—ranging from small, private acad-
emies in New York City to large public ele-
mentary schools outside Boston to Native 
American reservation schools in Idaho— 
where vaccination rates have dropped pre-
cipitously low, sometimes under 50%.’’ 

California is one of the 20 states that allow 
parents to claim personal belief exemptions 
from vaccination requirements. In some 
areas of Los Angeles, 60 to 70 percent of par-
ents at certain schools have filed a personal 
belief exemption. In those elementary 
schools, vaccination rates are as low as those 
in Chad or South Sudan. 

The purpose of this hearing is to examine 
what is standing between healthy children 
and deadly diseases. It ought to be vaccina-
tions. But too many parents are turning 
away from sound science. 

Sound science is this: Vaccines save lives. 
They save the lives of the people who are 
vaccinated. They protect the lives of the vul-
nerable around them—like infants and those 
who are ill. 

Vaccines save lives. They protect us from 
the ravages of awful diseases like polio, 
which invades the nervous system and can 
cause paralysis. I can remember as a child 
how parents were frightened by the prospect 
of polio for their child. I had classmates who 
lived in iron lungs. Our Majority Leader, 
Senator MCCONNELL, contracted polio as a 
child. Or whooping cough, which causes 
thick mucus to accumulate in the airways 
and can make it difficult for infants to 
breathe. Or, diphtheria, a bacterial infection 
that affects the mucous membranes of your 
nose and throat and can, in advanced stages, 
damage your heart, kidneys and nervous sys-
tem. 

We have learned that vaccines save lives. 
They take deadly, awful, ravaging diseases 
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